NOTES OF LECTURES
MERCENARIES  IN RELIGION
(Delivered in Minneapolis on November 26, 1893 :
Reported in the Minneapolis Journal]
The Unitarian church was crowded yesterday morning-
by an audience anxious to learn something of eastern reli-
gious thought as outlined by Swami Vivekananda, a
Brahmin priest, who was prominent in the Parliament of
Religions at Chicago last summer. The distinguished
representative of the Brahmin faith was brought to
Minneapolis by the Peripatetic Club, and he addressed
that body last Friday evening. He was induced to remain
until this week, in order that he might deliver the address
yesterday. . . .
Dr. H. M. Simmons, the pastor, . . . read from Paul's
lesson on faith, hope and charity, and "the greatest of
these is charity", supplementing that reading by a selection
from the Brahmin scripture which teaches the same lesson,
and also a selection from the Moslem faith, and poems
from the Hindu literature, all of which are in harmony
with Paul's utterances.
After a second hymn Swami Vivekandi [sic] was.
introduced. He stepped to the edge of the platform and
at once had his audience interested by the recital of a.
Hindu story. He said in excellent English:
"I will tell you a story of five blind men. There was.
a procession in a village in India, and all the people turned
out to see the procession, and specially the gaily capari-
soned elephant. The peope were delighted, and as the
five blind men could not see, they determined to touch
the elephant that they might acquaint themselves with its
form. They were given the privilege, and after the pro-